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INTERRELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LAW AND NARRATION: 

Analyzing Literature and prominent contemporary cases 

Achyut Shukla1 

Abstract 

Law and narration are intertwined in a multitude of ways. Narratives play a 

significant role in legal advocacy, shaping perceptions of witnesses and 

evidence, framing the issues, and creating emotional connections. The use of 

narrative persuasion can also have a significant impact on legal outcomes, as it 

can influence the attitudes and beliefs of jurors and judges. However, the use of 

narratives in legal advocacy raises ethical considerations, and it is important for 

lawyers to use narratives responsibly and avoid manipulating jurors or judges 

with misleading or false stories. Moreover, narrative skills are crucial for legal 

professionals, and improving those skills can lead to success in legal practice. By 

effectively using narratives, lawyers can better communicate their arguments and 

achieve more just outcomes for their clients. However, the use of narratives in 

law is a complex topic that requires careful consideration and research. Future 

research could explore the impact of specific types of narratives on legal 

outcomes, the most effective ways to use narratives in legal advocacy, and the 

relationship between narrative skills and success in different areas of legal 

practice. Furthermore, research and discussion should continue to concentrate 

on the ethical aspects of using narratives. Deep fakes, virtual reality, and other 

developing narrative tools in the legal field are important issues to watch as 

technology develops. To preserve the integrity of the judicial system, moral 

standards for the appropriate use of these technologies must be established, and 

stories must be consistent with the values of justice and truth. 

Key words: Law, Narration, Ethical Considerations, Legal Advocacy and Legal 

Professionals 

1  Student, B.A.LL.B. Hons. II Year, Maharashtra National Law University, Nagpur 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Law is a complex and multifaceted system of rules and regulations that governs 

society and ensures order and justice. It provides a framework for resolving 

disputes and conflicts, protecting the rights and freedoms of individuals and 

groups, and upholding the values and principles that underpin a democratic and 

civilized society. The origins of law can be traced back to ancient times when 

societies first began to develop systems of rules and norms to regulate behavior 

and maintain social order. Overtime, these early legal systems evolved into more 

sophisticated and complex systems of law, incorporating principles such as 

equity, justice, and fairness.2 In modern times, the legal system has become a 

vital and integral part of modern society, with laws and regulations covering a 

vast range of activities and behaviors. From criminal law and civil law to 

business law and intellectual property law, the legal system provides a 

framework for regulating behavior and resolving disputes in a fair and just 

manner. 

Narration, on the other hand, is the act of telling a story or recounting a series of 

events. It can take many forms, from written narratives and oral presentations to 

multimedia productions and interactive experiences. Narration is a powerful tool 

for communicating ideas and information, engaging audiences, and inspiring 

action and change. In the context of law, narration plays an important role in 

presenting evidence and arguments to support legal claims. Lawyers and judges 

use narration to tell the story of a case, presenting the facts and interpreting them 

in a way that supports their arguments. By presenting a compelling narrative 

grounded in law and supported by evidence, lawyers, and judges can help ensure 

that justice is served and that the legal system is fair and effective for all. 

Narration can also be used to explain legal principles and procedures to clients, 

jurors, and the general public. Effective narration in the legal system requires not 

only a thorough understanding of the law and the facts of a case, but also strong 

2Tiersma Peter, LEGAL LANGUAGE 32 (1999). 
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communication skills and the ability to connect with audience. By using clear 

and concise language, appealing to the emotions and values of the audience, and 

presenting information in a compelling and engaging way, lawyers and judges 

can help make the legal system more accessible and understandable for all. 

LAW AND NARRATION 

 

Law and narration are two powerful and essential components of modern society. 

While the legal system provides a framework for regulating behavior and 

resolving disputes, narration provides a means of communicating ideas and 

information, engaging audiences, and inspiring action and change. Together, law 

and narration can help ensure that justice is served and that the legal system is 

fair and effective for all.3 

Narration, the act of telling a story, can be a powerful tool in the legal system. 

Effective narration can help lawyers and judges communicate complex legal 

concepts to juries, connect with clients and witnesses, and even persuade 

opposing counsel. However, the use of narration in the legal system requires 

careful consideration of its purpose and audience, as well as the key elements of 

effective story telling. This paper will explore the ways in which narration can be 

used effectively in the legal system and the key elements of effective narration in 

this context. 

How Narration can be Effective: 

 

1. Connecting with clients and witnesses: Narration can also be used to 

connect with clients and witnesses, building trust and helping them feel 

understood. By telling a story that reflects their experiences and emotions, 

3 Brett McCracken Brett, The Power of Storytelling in the Legal System. 

The Atlantic (Dec. 22, 2014) available at  

https://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2014/12/the-power-of-

storytelling-in-the-legal-system/383168/. (last visited  Mar. 02, 2023).   
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lawyers can demonstrate that they are listening and that they care about their 

clients and witnesses. 

2. Persuading opposing counsel: Narration can be used to persuade opposing 

counsel by presenting a compelling and convincing narrative that supports the 

legal argument being made. By telling a story that highlights the strengths of 

their case and undermines the weaknesses of the opposing case, lawyers can help 

persuade judges and other decision-makers. 

 

3. Explaining complex legal concepts: Narration can be used to explain 

complex legal concepts to juries and other non-expert audiences. By telling a 

story that illustrates a legal principle, lawyers can help jurors understand how the 

law applies to the facts of the case.  

 

Narration is a vital feature in any legal system, allowing legal professionals to 

articulate intricate ideas, engage audiences and influence decision makers. An 

effective narrative in the legal realm must be well-structured, following a logical and 

coherent flow. This includes a clear presentation of the facts, a sequence of events, 

and a conclusion that ties back to the main legal issue. A well-organized narrative 

enhances understanding and keeps the audience engaged throughout the case 

delivery. By adhering to the principles of clarity, relevance, emotion, credibility and 

structure, legal professionals can create narratives that not only convey necessary 

legal information but also resonate with the audience. When executed thoughtfully, 

narration can significantly enhance a legal argument, facilitate comprehension and 

contribute to a compelling presentation of the case. Hence, by adhering to these 

components, lawyers and other legal professionals can harness its power to achieve 

their goals in the legal system.4 

Impact of Narration on Legal Outcomes: 

4 Reardon, Jayne R. The Ethical Use of Storytelling in Litigation, American Bar Association 

(Nov. 15, 2019) available at -  

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/litigation/about/committees/woman-advocate/. (last 

visited Sep. 18, 2024). 
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1. Persuasion: The use of narration can be a powerful tool in persuading juries 

and other decision-makers. By telling a compelling story that highlights the 

strengths of their case and undermines the weaknesses of the opposing case, 

lawyers can sway the opinions of jurors and achieve a favorable outcome for 

their clients. 

2. Empathy: Narration can also build empathy with clients and witnesses, 

helping them to feel heard and understood. This can result in a more favorable 

outcome for the client, as well as improved relationships between lawyers and 

their clients. 

3. Clarity: Narration can help clarify complex legal concepts for non-expert 

audiences, enabling them to better understand the legal issues at hand and make 

informed decisions. 

Ethical Considerations of Using Narration: 

 

The use of narration however, also raises important ethical considerations, 

particularly in regards to the manipulation of emotions and the potential for bias. 

The use of emotional appeals, for example, can be seen as manipulative and 

potentially misleading, while the use of biased language or selective narration 

can distort the facts and unfairly influence the outcome of a case. 

1. Bias: The use of narration can introduce bias into legal cases, as lawyers and 

judges may selectively highlight certain facts or events to create a persuasive 

narrative. This can lead to a distortion of the truth and an unfair outcome for the 

opposing party. 

2. Accuracy: The use of narration can also raise concerns about accuracy, as 

lawyers may omit or misrepresent facts in order to tell a more compelling story. 

This can undermine the credibility of the legal system and lead to unjust 

outcomes. 
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3. Fairness: The use of narration can also raise concerns about fairness, 

particularly in cases where the opposing party does not have access to the same 

resources or storytelling abilities. This can result in an imbalance of power and 

an unfair outcome for one party. 

4. Deception: The use of narration can also be ethically problematic when it 

involves intentional deception, such as presenting false evidence or manipulating 

the emotions of the jury. This can undermine the integrity of the legal system and 

lead to unjust outcomes. 

The use of narration in legal cases can have a significant impact on legal 

outcomes, with the potential to persuade juries, build empathy with clients and 

witnesses, and clarify complex legal concepts. However, the ethical 

considerations involved in using narration in this way must also be carefully 

considered, including concerns related to bias, accuracy, fairness, and deception. 

Lawyers and judges must be mindful of these considerations and strive to use 

narration in a way that upholds the integrity and fairness of the legal system. 

 

Law and Narration in Literature 

 

The use of narration in legal cases has been a recurring theme in literature for 

centuries. In many works of fiction, legal cases serve as a platform for exploring 

themes such as justice, morality, and the nature of truth. Through the use of 

narration, authors have been able to provide readers with insight into the complex 

inner workings of the legal system and the ways in which it impacts the lives of 

those involved. 

One of the earliest examples of narration in legal cases in literature can be found 

in the plays of ancient Greek playwrights such as Aeschylus5 and Sophocles6. In 

works such as The Eumenides and Antigone, legal cases are used as a means of 

exploring the relationships between the individual and the state, as well as the 

5 Aeschylus, THE EUMENIDES (458 BCE).  
6 Sophocles, ANTIGONE (441 BC). 
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role of the gods in the administration of justice. These works demonstrate how 

the use of narration can be used to provide insight into the cultural and historical 

contexts in which they were created, as they reflect the values and beliefs of 

ancient Greek society. 

Similarly, the use of narration in legal cases is a recurring theme in the works of 

Shakespeare. In plays such as The Merchant of Venice and Measure for 

Measure7, legal cases serve as a platform for exploring themes such as mercy, 

justice, and the morality of the law. These works offer insight into the cultural 

and historical contexts of Elizabethan England, providing a window into how the 

legal system was viewed and understood by society at the time. 

Moving forward in time, narration in legal cases continues to be a common 

theme in literature. In the 19th century, authors such as Charles Dickens and 

Gustave Flaubert used legal cases as a means of exploring themes such as social 

justice and the corruption of power. In works such as Bleak House8 and Madame 

Bovary, legal cases serve as a vehicle for exposing the flaws and injustices of the 

legal system, as well as the societal structures that support it. 

In more contemporary literature, the use of narration in legal cases continues to 

be a popular theme. In works such as Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird and 

John Grisham's A Time to Kill legal cases serve as a means of exploring themes 

such as racism, prejudice, and the limitations of the law. These works offer 

insight into the cultural and historical contexts in which they were created, 

reflecting the attitudes and beliefs of society towards the legal system at the time. 

The ancient Indian texts on law and the justice system also have various different 

interpretations to it. Texts such as Manusmriti attract various views and 

inferences of people. A few are against Manu's idea of law, while others favor the 

same.  

7 William Shakespeare, THE MERCHANT OF VENICE LONDON (1600).  
8 Charles Dickens, BLEAK HOUSE (1853). 
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Even the most celebrated epics, such as Mahabharata, have different9 

interpretations to it, people present it with their own perspective and narrative. 

Through the use of narration, authors have been able to explore complex themes 

and provide readers with insight into the inner workings of the legal system. 

These works offer insight into the cultural and historical contexts in which they 

were created, reflecting the values, beliefs, and attitudes of society towards the 

law. By examining the representation of legal cases in the literature, we can gain 

a deeper understanding of the ways in which the legal system has been viewed 

and understood throughout history.10 

 

Narration in Legal Cases 

 

The use of narration in legal cases has become an increasingly popular tool in 

recent years, with lawyers and judges recognizing the power of storytelling in 

communicating complex legal concepts and building connections with juries and 

other audiences. However, the use of narration in legal cases also raises 

important ethical considerations, including issues related to bias, accuracy, and 

fairness. This paper aims to explore the impact of narration on legal outcomes 

and the ethical considerations involved in using narration in this way.  

 

Contemporary Cases Sushant Singh Rajput Case11 

The Sushant Singh Rajput case is a prime example of the different narratives that 

can emerge in a high-profile legal case. The case, which involved the death of the 

9 Mr. Justice S. S. Dhavan High Court, Allahabad, Judicial System in Ancient 

India, FDM Archive (May 31, 2014) available at - https://www.allahabad high 

court.in/event/ The Indian Judicial System_SSDhavan.html. (last visited Mar. 2, 

2023). 

 
10UNIVERSITY OF HAMBURG, Narration and Narrative in Legal Discourse, (April 30, 2014) 

available at - https://www-archiv.fdm.uni-hamburg.de/lhn/node/113.html. (last visited Mar. 

2, 2023). 
11THEQUINT, BJPPushed‘Murder’NarrativeinSushantSinghRajputCase:Study (Sep. 

26.2020), available at -  https://www.the quint.com/news/india/ssr-sushant-singh-rajput-

case-social-media-analysis-bjp-pushed-murder-narrative. (last visited Mar.4, 2023).  
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Bollywood actor Sushant Singh Rajput in June 2020, captured the attention of the 

Indian public and media, with various narratives emerging around the 

circumstances of his death and the subsequent investigation. 

One narrative that emerged early was that of foul play and a possible conspiracy 

to cover up the true cause of Rajput's death. Supporters of this narrative pointed 

to inconsistencies in the initial police investigation, as well as alleged links 

between Rajput and certain individuals in the film industry who were suspected 

of being involved in his death. 

Another narrative that emerged was that of mental health issues and suicide. 

Supporters of this narrative argued that Rajput had a history of depression and 

anxiety and that his death was a tragic result of his struggles with mental illness. 

This narrative was bolstered by the subsequent release of Rajput's diary and 

social media posts, which appeared to depict a troubled individual grappling with 

personal and professional challenges. 

As the case progressed, additional narratives emerged, including allegations of 

drug use and the involvement of various individuals in the film industry. These 

narratives were fueled by leaks from the investigation and speculation in the 

media, with each new development adding fuel to the ongoing controversy. 

The emergence of multiple and often conflicting narratives in the Sushant Singh 

Rajput case highlights the complexity and nuance of high-profile legal cases. It 

also underscores the power of storytelling and the role of media in shaping public 

perception and understanding of the law. The case also raises important ethical 

considerations around the use of narration and the manipulation of emotions and 

biases, as different actors seek to promote their own version of events and shape 

the outcome of the case.12 

12 Mithun Madhava and Dr P.Sarvanan, Sustainable Media Ethics-A Comparative Study of 

Media Ethics in India Past and Present, IIFAN (Dec. 10, 2022) available at -  

https://www.ijfans.org/uploads/paper/f6301832c61eb578b6ba6fd7c8593096.pdf.  (last 

visited Mar. 03, 2023).   
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Ultimately, the Sushant Singh Rajput case serves as a cautionary tale about the 

dangers of allowing different narratives to dominate public discourse and the 

importance of upholding the principles of justice and fairness in the legal system. 

It also highlights the need for a more nuanced and sophisticated understanding of 

the intersection between law and narration, and the potential pitfalls and 

challenges that arise when these two domains collide. 

Aryan Khan Case13 

The Aryan Khan case is a recent example of the different narratives that can 

emerge in a high- profile legal case. Aryan Khan is the son of Bollywood 

superstar Shah Rukh Khan and was arrested in October 2021 in connection with 

drugs. The NCB conducted a raid on a cruise ship and detained the prominent 

Bollywood actor’s son.  Since then, various narratives have emerged around the 

case and its implications. 

One narrative that emerged early on was that of innocence and a potential set-up 

by law enforcement officials. Supporters of this narrative highlighted 

inconsistencies in the police investigation and alleged irregularities in the arrest 

and detention of Aryan Khan. They argued that he was being targeted because of 

his celebrity status and that he had no involvement in any drug-related activities. 

Another narrative that emerged was that of guilt and the need for accountability. 

Supporters of this narrative argued that drug abuse was a serious problem in the 

film industry and that Aryan Khan was part of a larger network of individuals 

involved in drug trafficking. They called for a thorough investigation and 

punishment for all those involved in the case, regardless of their celebrity status. 

As the case progressed, additional narratives emerged, including allegations of 

political interference and media sensationalism. These narratives were fueled by 

leaks from the investigation, speculation in the media, and the involvement of 

13 BBC, AryanKhan:Drug charges dropped against Shah Rukh Khan's son (May 27, 2022) 

available at - https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-61548614.  (last visited Mar. 5, 

2023).  
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high-profile lawyers and public figures in the case. 

The emergence of multiple and often conflicting narratives in the Aryan Khan case 

highlights the complexity and nuance of high-profile legal cases. It also 

underscores the power of storytelling and the role of media in shaping public 

perception and understanding of the law. The case also raises important ethical 

considerations around the use of narration and the manipulation of emotions and 

biases, as different actors seek to promote their own version of events and shape 

the outcome of the case.14 

Narrative Persuasion can affect legal outcomes. 

 

The relationship between law and narration is complex and multifaceted, with 

various ways in which narration can be used effectively in the legal system. One 

key element of effective narration is the ability to engage and persuade audiences, 

whether it is a judge, a jury, or the general public. This can involve using 

compelling and relatable characters, vivid descriptions, and emotional appeals to 

convey the gravity of a legal case and the impact it has on the individual’s 

involved.15 

Another important aspect of effective narration is the ability to convey complex 

legal arguments in a way that is clear and accessible to a lay audience. This can 

involve using metaphors, analogies, and other rhetorical devices to simplify legal 

concepts and make them more relatable to a wider audience. 

Narrative persuasion, or the use of stories to persuade others, can have a significant 

impact on legal outcomes. This is because humans are wired to respond to stories, 

and narratives can be powerful tools for shaping attitudes, beliefs, and opinions. 

Here are some ways in which narrative persuasion can affect legal outcomes:  

14 R Mahalakshmi, Public morality and the Aryan Khan case, Indian Express (Nov. 04,  

2021) available at - https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/public-morality-

aryan-khan-case-7604973/. (last visited Mar. 04, 2023).  
15 GretaOlson, Narration and Narrative in Legal Discourse, FDMArchive (May 30, 2014) 

available at - https://www-archiv.fdm.uni- hamburg.de/lhn/node/113.html. (last visited 

Mar.03,  2023).  
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● Shaping perceptions of witnesses and evidence: Narratives can shape 

the way jurors and judges perceive witnesses and evidence. A well-told 

story can make a witness seem more credible and convincing. 

● Framing the issues: Narratives can frame the legal issues in a way that 

favours one side over the other. For example, a plaintiff's lawyer might 

use a narrative that portrays their client as a victim of corporate greed, 

while a defense lawyer might use a narrative that portrays the plaintiff as 

someone who is trying to take advantage of the legal system.16 

● Creating emotional connections: Narratives can create emotional 

connections with jurors and judges, which can make them more 

sympathetic to one side or the other. For example, a story about a family 

that has been devastated by a company's negligence might create 

sympathy for the plaintiffs. 

● Providing context and meaning: Narratives can provide context and 

meaning to legal issues, which can help jurors and judges understand the 

facts of the case in a more meaningful way. For example, a story about a 

person who has suffered discrimination might help jurors understand the 

impact that discrimination can have on a person's life.17 

● Changing attitudes and beliefs: Narratives can change jurors' and 

judges' attitudes and beliefs about the legal issues at stake. For example, 

a story about a person who has suffered from a defective product might 

change jurors' attitudes about the need for stricter product liability laws. 

Lawyers and Narrative Skills18 

16 Michael Hanne and  Robert Weisberg,  Narrative and Metaphor in Legal Persuasion, 

Camb.(Feb. 01 2018) available at -  https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/abs/narrative-

and-metaphor-in-the-law/narrative-and-metaphor-in-legal- 

persuasion/CC6CCD5CEABEA459D66985546842F1E8.  (last visited Mar. 04, 2023).  
17 Angela Onwuachi-Willig, A Narratological Reading of the Affirmative Action Cases, 

HLR (Nov. 13 2023) available at - https://harvardlawreview.org/print/vol-137/robertss-

revisions-a-narratological-reading-of-the-affirmative-action- cases/. (last visited Mar. 04, 

2023).  
18 MASTERFILE.BIZ, Lawyers Need to Tell a Great Story (Sep. 05, 2021) available at -
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As legal professionals, lawyers need to possess strong narrative skills to persuade 

judges, juries, and clients. Here are some ways lawyers can improve their 

narrative skills: 

 

 

 

● Focus on storytelling: Lawyers need to be able to craft compelling 

narratives that engage the audience. This requires a deep understanding 

of the facts of the case and the ability to weave them into a coherent and 

persuasive story.19 

● Use analogies and metaphors: Analogies and metaphors can help 

lawyers simplify complex legal concepts and make them more accessible 

to jurors and clients. Using these devices can also help lawyers make 

their arguments more memorable and persuasive.20 

● Practice public speaking: Lawyers need to be comfortable speaking in 

public and presenting their arguments in a clear and confident manner. 

This requires practice and feedback, so lawyers should seek out 

opportunities to speak in front of others, such as in moot court 

competitions or public speaking events. 

● Develop a strong writing style: Lawyers should hone their writing skills 

to produce clear, concise, and persuasive legal briefs and other written 

materials. This can involve taking writing courses or working with a 

writing coach. 

● Embrace technology: Today's lawyers have access to a range of 

technologies that can help them tell more compelling stories. For 

example, they can use multimedia presentations, such as videos or 

https://masterfile.biz/blog/lawyers-need-to-tell-a-story/.  (last visited Mar. 03, 2023).  
19 Abhishek Chakravarty,  The art of storytelling is the essence of good lawyering, Live Law 

( June 19, 2020) available at -  https://www.livelaw.in/law-firms/articles/the-art-of-story-

telling-is-the-essence-of-good-lawyering-158591. (last visited Mar. 03, 2023).  
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animations, to illustrate key points and make their arguments more 

engaging. 

● Read widely: Lawyers can improve their narrative skills by reading 

widely and studying the works of great storytellers. This can include 

reading novels, biographies, and other works of literature, as well as 

studying the storytelling techniques used in movies and television shows. 

By focusing on these areas, lawyers can develop stronger narrative skills that will 

enable them to be more effective advocates for their clients. 

Conclusion 

 

In conclusion, the use of narration in law can have a significant impact on legal 

outcomes. Narratives can shape perceptions of witnesses and evidence, frame the 

issues, create emotional connections, provide context and meaning, and change 

attitudes and beliefs. However, the use of narratives in legal advocacy raises 

ethical considerations, and it is important for lawyers to use narratives 

responsibly and avoid manipulating jurors or judges with misleading or false 

stories. 

Moreover, narrative skills are crucial for legal professionals, and improving those 

skills can lead to success in legal practice. Future research in law and narration 

could explore the impact of specific types of narratives on legal outcomes, the 

most effective ways to use narratives in legal advocacy, and the relationship 

between narrative skills and success in different areas of legal practice. Overall, 

the use of narration in law is an important and complex topic that requires careful 

consideration and research. By understanding the power of narratives and using 

them responsibly, legal professionals can use narration to better communicate 

their arguments and achieve more just outcomes for their clients. 

It is essential to emphasize that the dynamic link between law and narrative is not 

limited to the courtroom; it is relevant to many facets of society. As we explore 

the spheres of legal discourse, narratives emerge as instruments that not only 

impact policy choices, sway public opinion, and aid in the development of legal 
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frameworks but also as persuasive strategies inside the legal system. The use of 

narrative in law has ethical implications that the legal profession should continue 

to consider and examine. When using narrative approaches, attorneys need to be 

diligent in maintaining the values of justice, fairness, and truth. Legal 

practitioners must modify their storytelling techniques to succeed in a variety of 

intricate settings, such as digital platforms and international settings, as society 

and technology develop. A more accessible legal system can result from the 

development of narrative competency among legal professionals outside of the 

courtroom. In addition to helping the general public understand complicated legal 

matters, transparent and engaging storytelling promote openness and confidence 

in the legal system. The distance between legal practitioners and the communities 

can be closed by initiatives that support legal literacy and communication skills. 

Ultimately, the intersection of law and narration highlights the power of 

storytelling and the importance of understanding the historical and cultural 

contexts in which these narratives were created. By examining the ways in which 

narration has been used in the legal system and represented in literature, we can 

gain a greater appreciation for the complexities of the law and its impact on 

individuals and society. This understanding can help us to better navigate the 

legal system and work towards a more just and equitable society. 
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